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SUBJECT: DISTRICT CONVENTIONS ILLUSTRATE PROBLEMS 
PLAGUING THE SPD 

REF: (A) BONN 7258; (B) MUNICH 1402 (NOTAL) 

1 . INTRO AND SUMMARY. IN SIMULTANEOUS CONVENTIONS MAY 14 
AND 15, THE SPD’S FRANCONIAN AND SOUTHERN BAVARIAN DISTRICTS 
DISCUSSED PROBLEMS CURRENTLY FACING THE SPD AND EXHIBITED 
DIFFERENT STRATEGIES FOR DEALING WITH THEM. THE TWO DISTRICTS 
AGREED THAT SPD HAD LOST CONFIDENCE OF VOTERS TO EXTENT THAT 
PARTY'S FUTURE ELECTION PROSPECTS WERE QUITE DIM. BOTH SOUGHT 
TO RESTORE PARTY SOLIDARITY, BUT WHILE FRANCONIANS WERE PRE- 
PARED TO ISOLATE "STAMOKAP'' ELEMENTS, SOUTHERN BAVARIANS 
SOUGHT TO PLAY DOWN INTRA-PARTY DIFFERENCES. 

END SUMMARY. 
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2. PROBLEMS FACING THE SPD. IN THEIR STATE-OF-THE-DISTRICT 
MESSAGES, THE CHAIRMEN OF THE SPD S FRANCONIAN DISTRICT FRIED- 
RICH AND SOUTHERN BAVARIA DISTRICT BAYERL PRESENTED REMARKABLY 
SIMILAR INVENTORIES OF PROBLEMS FACING THE SPD. BOTH CLAIMED 
THAT THE PARTY HAD NEVER EXPERIENCED SUCH A SHARP LOSS OF 
CONFIDENCE AMONG VOTERS AS HAD OCCURRED IN RECENT MONTHS. 
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THEY ALSO AGREED THAT PARTY HAD NOT REPEAT NOT YET ARRESTED 
ITS DOWNWARD SLIDE. BOTH NOTED THAT PARTY HAD LOST MEMBERS IN 
PAST YEAR AND EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN OVER PARTY'S FAIOURE TO 
RECRUIT ITS SHARE OF YOUTHFUL VOTERS. 

3. DIFFERING RECIPES. ALTHOUGH THEY AGREED ON PROBLEMS 
FACING PARTY AS WELL AS NEED FOR PARTY SOLIDARITY, FRIEDRICH 
AND BAYERL ADVOCATED QUITE DIFFERENT STRATEGIES FOR DEALING 
WITH THESE PROBLEMS. FRANCONIAN CHAIRMAN FRIEDRICH ADVOCATED 
ISOLATION WITHIN PARTY OF THOSE ELEMENTS, ESPECIALLY THE PRO- 
BENNETER LEFTISTS, WHO REJECT IDEALS OF SPD’S DEMOCRATIC TRAD- 
ITION AS WELL AS PRINCIPLES OF GODESBERG PROGRAM. SOUTHERN 
BAVARIA CHAIRMAN BAYERL ISSUED EMOTIONAL CALL FOR SOLIDARITY 
BUT SOUGHT TO ACHIEVE IT BY PLAYING DOWN OR EVEN IGNORING 
FACTIONAL DIFFERENCES. 

4. DEALING WITH BENNETER'S FOLLOWERS. GIVEN THEIR DIFFERING 
STRATEGIES, FRIEDRICH AND BAYERL PURSUED QUITE DIFFERENCT 
TACTICS IN HANDLING PRO-BENNETER ELEMENTS. BAYERL REJECTED THE 
BENNETER POSITION, WARNED HIS JUSOS NOT REPEAT NOT TO IDENTIFY 
THEMSELVES WITH IT, AND PREVENTED A DEBATE ON BENNETER'S SUS- 
PENSION FROM REACHING THE CONVENTION FLOOR. FRIEDRICH OPTED 
FOR MEETING THE PRO-BENNETER ELEMENTS HEAD ON. SEVERAL DAYS 
BEFORE CONVENTION, HE ARRANGED FOR THE SUSPENSION OF FRANCONIAN 
JUSO CHAIRMAN RUDOLPH, WHO HAD OPENLY IDENTIFIED HIMSELF 

WITH BENNETER AND ACTED AS SPOKESMAN FOR HIS PRO-BENNETER JUSO 
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. RUDOLPH'S ALLIES MADE UNSUCCESS- 
FUL BID TO FORCE HIS ADMITTANCE TO FRANCONIAN CONVENTION AND 
TO TURN CONVENTION INTO TRIBUNAL FROM WHICH THEY COULD 
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TRUMPET THE BENNETER LINE. 

BETTS 
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